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Learning Objectives 
Students will learn:  

(1) to access websites for compiling census data;  
(2) to screenshot visual data on Mac or PC;  
(3) to export census data into an excel file;  
(4) to see visual data by mapping results.  

 

Project Instructions 
 
For this assignment, I want you to get a sense of what your neighborhood (census tract) demographically 
looks like as compared to the United States, New York State, and your borough. If you don’t live in NYC, you 
can pick another region for comparison. As the site is sometimes down, please allow plenty of time to 
complete this assignment.  To that end:  
 

1. Using this tutorial as your guide, go to the website. Figure out the census tract that contains your home 
address.  

2. Then follow the tutorial to fill in the missing numbers on page 3 of this assignment.  
3. On a separate sheet, compare your census tract to your borough, NY state, and the United States on 

the following variables:  Total Population, Population Density, Race, Household size, Educational 
Attainment for Population, Cumulative Educational Attainment, Median Family Income, Average 
Family Income, and Nativity by Citizenship Status.  

 

You’ll get quite a bit of information for education and income. Therefore, ‘summary’ information is 
more helpful than over detailed information. In your written analysis, address the following:  
 

a) Comparing the United States, NY state, and your borough to your neighborhood (census tract):  
(1) for population density, is your neighborhood more or less densely populated than your borough?  
(2) for race, compared to the United States, which groups are over or under represented in your 

borough and in your neighborhood?  
(3) for household size, is the average household size in your neighborhood larger or smaller than for 

your borough?  
(4) for education, on average, is your neighborhood more or less educated than your borough?  
(5) for income, on average, does your neighborhood have a higher or lower family income than your 

borough?  
 

b) Now that you’ve answered all of 3a above, for your census tract, what were you surprised to find? Does 
your neighborhood demographically look like New York State? Your borough? If your neighborhood 
does or does not look like your borough, why do you think that is? Here, using as much information as 
you can (from #2 above), engage your intellectual imaginations to conjecture about the life 
circumstances of someone coming from your neighborhood as compared to the average person living 
in your borough. Then do the same for an average person in your neighborhood as compared to 
someone from NY state; and then as compared to an average person dwelling within the United States.  

 
In short, in about five pages, I want you to conjecture about how these variables – Total Population, 
Population Density, Race, Household size, Educational Attainment for Population, Cumulative Educational 
Attainment, Median Family Income, Average Family Income, and Nativity by Citizenship Status – might affect 
a person’s life circumstances.  
 

4. Staple your assignment in the following format:  
(1) your analysis (see below for template),  
(2) excel file containing the numbers you retrieved from the Social Explorer database,  
(3) the screenshot map of your census tract,  
(4) the screenshot of your zip code. 
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Analysis Template 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name 

Due Date 

 

Written Analysis for Prof. Battle’s Census Project 

   

Population Density 
 

My neighborhood has a population density (per square mile) of ________ people; whereas my borough’s is 
________, New York state is ________, and the United States is ________.  

 

Race 
 

In my neighborhood, the racial group with the highest representation is ________ and the group with 
lowest percentage of representations is ________. (NOW COMPARE THAT INFORMATION TO YOUR 
BOROUGH, THE STATE, AND THE UNITED STATES.)  

 

Household Size 

 

My neighborhood has an average household size of ________ people; whereas my borough’s is ________, 
New York state is ________, and the United States is ________.  

 

Education 
 

Compared to the United States, New York state, and my borough, my neighborhood is … 
 

Income 
 

(I THINK YOU GET THE IDEA.) 
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Part I – How to Map Your Census Tract 
Step 1: Go to maps.nyc.gov/census 

- Click Census Tract. 
- Type in your address. 
- Click Find. 

 

 

Click Census Tract  

Enter your address.  
Separate the building number 
from street name and borough.  

Your census tract will appear on the map and on the left side.  

http://maps.nyc.gov/census/
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Step 2: Take a Screenshot of the map. 

- Zoom into the map by clicking the  button on the top right corner. 

 

- Stop Zoom once you see street numbers.  
- Take a screenshot (see Appendix on how to take screenshot) of your census tract.  

 

- Open an MSWord document  

- Paste the screenshot of your map onto a separate MSWord document 

-  Label this page Census Tract Screenshot 

 

 

 

Click Here to Zoom  

This image is a 
screenshot of a census 
tract, zoomed in to 
reveal street names.  

  

Notice the red shape 
that highlights the 
exact address.  

Include a screenshot 
in your assignment. 
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Part II – How to Map Your Zip Code 
 
Step 1: Go to city-data.com 

- Type your Zip Code in the Google search field. 
- Click Find. 

  

   

 
 
 

Type Zip Code, then Click Find. 

 

Your Zip Code will appear in 
the Header of the page 

 
Note the name of your county in 
this profile page 

 

http://www.city-data.com/
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- Scroll down to find a map of your Zip Code.  

- The default setting will be on medium household income. This is fine, as the only purpose is to 
find the map. 
 

- Click the  button to make the map larger 

- Click the  button to zoom into the red outline 

- Click the  button to zoom out if you go too far into the zip code 

 

Step 2: Take a Screenshot of the Zip Code map  
(see appendix for how to take a screenshot)  

  

- Open an MSWord document  

- Paste the screenshot of your map onto a separate MSWord document 

-  Label this page Zip Code Screenshot 

 

 

Use the 
buttons to 
make the 
map larger, 
and to 
zoom in. 

 

 

The red 
outline is 
the region 
containing 
your Zip 
Code. 
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Part III – Chart your Statistics 

Step 1: Go to library.gc.cuny.edu 

-  Click on the Databases tab 

-  Type in Social Explorer in the Databases search field 

- Enter the Social Explorer Database (if you are off campus, you will need to log-in with your GC                 

username and password in order to enter the Database).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Click the 
Databases 
Tab 

 

 
2. Type in 
Social 
Explorer to 
find the 
Database 

 

 

3. Click the Database link to 
enter Social Explorer 

 

 

http://library.gc.cuny.edu/
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Step 2: Enter Social Explorer Database. 

-  Click on the “Maps & Tables” tab. 

 

- Choose Tables, then click the American Community Survey for 5-year estimates 

 

- Begin the report of the most recent year 

 

Click the “Maps 
& Tables” tab 

 

 

Click the most recent 
American Community 
Survey (ACS) with 5-year 
estimates 

 

 

Choose “Tables “ 
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Step 3: Input your community information to receive census survey results by nation, state, and your census tract. 

 1. Select your geographic type: Nation   4. Select your geographic type: State 

2. Choose United States (the only choice)  5. Choose your state: ie. “New York” 

3. Click “Add”:                  6. Click “Add” to appear in current selections  

7. Repeat above steps  
8. Select geographic type:  County 
9. Choose your state 
10. Choose & Add your county 

  

 

 

Geographic 
Type: Nation 

United States 
must be selected 
in gray 

Click Add to 
enable selection 

 

 

Note that your 
selections should 
begin to appear 
in the Current 
Geography 
Selections box. 

 

 

11. Find your Census Tract and add this 
as the last geographic selection. 
Choose the 2nd listed Census Tract 

Bronx = Bronx County  
Brooklyn = Kings County 
Manhattan = New York County 
Staten Island = Richmond County 
Queens = Queens County 
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12. Select “Census Tract” for geographic type 
13. Select your State 
14. Select a County 
15. Select your Census Tract number 
(from Step 1) 

 

Remember:  
Bronx = Bronx County  
Brooklyn = Kings County 
Manhattan = New York County 
Staten Island = Richmond County 
Queens = Queens County 

16. Click “Add” to add your Census Track 

Then  

17. Click “Proceed to Tables” 
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19. Choose and “Add” all of the following 
tables:  

T1 Total Population 
T2 Population Density 
T13 Race 
T21 Household size 
T25 Educational Attainment for Population 
T150 Cumulative Educational Attainment 
T61 Median Family Income 
T62 Average Family Income 
T133 Nativity by Citizenship Status 

 

After all tables are added,  
20. Click, “Show results” 

 

18. Select the default dataset:  
Social Explorer Tables  
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Export your report to an Excel file by clicking the Excel tab below: 

  

Keep settings at default.  
Choose the version of Excel that you have available to you through your computer. When clicking the 
appropriate version, a file will download into your default downloads folder.  

 

Print the excel file for your packet to 
complete this portion of your 
assignment.  

 

A completed 
table should 
have 
National, 
State, 
Borough, 
and Census 
Tract 
columns 

 

21. Export 
the chart by 
clicking the 
“Excel” tab 
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Appendix 

 

FAQs on How to Screenshot on a PC. 

 

 

Then paste into your word document.  

For more information:  take-a-screenshot.org   

 

 

 

http://www.take-a-screenshot.org/
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FAQs on How to Screenshot on a MAC 

 

Then paste into your word document.  

For more information:  take-a-screenshot.org   

 

http://www.take-a-screenshot.org/
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